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MONDAY, Oct. 26 (HealthDay News) -- Active-duty military 

personnel and World Trade Center (WTC) workers have an 

increased risk of gastrointestinal disorders, according to two 

studies presented this week at the American College of 

Gastroenterology Annual Scientific Meeting, held from Oct. 23 

to 28 in San Diego. 

In one study, Mark Riddle, M.D., of the Naval Medical Research 

Center in Silver Spring, Md., and colleagues analyzed data from 

the Defense Medical Surveillance System to identify 31,866 cases of functional gastrointestinal 

disorders and matched each case to four controls. They found a strong association between 

infectious gastroenteritis and all functional gastrointestinal disorders, observing the highest risk 

for functional diarrhea and irritable bowel syndrome (odds ratios, 6.28 and 3.72, respectively). 

In a second study, Yvette Lam, M.D., of the Stony Brook University Medical Center in New York, 

and colleagues studied 697 World Trade Center responders. They found that 41 percent of 

subjects had gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), more than 20 percent higher than in 

the general population. In addition, participants with GERD had a higher prevalence of mental 

health disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder and depression. 

"The high frequencies of GERD and mental health disorders, seen in WTC workers just after 

9/11, persist four and six years later. GERD patients are 2.13 and 2.65 times more likely to 

have post-traumatic stress disorder and depression, respectively. GERD increases 

progressively among patients with greater than or equal to two mental health disorders," Lam 

and colleagues write. 

Abstract - Riddle
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Active-duty military and World Trade Center responders may have higher 
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personnel and World Trade Center (WTC) workers have an 

increased risk of gastrointestinal disorders, according to two 

studies presented this week at the American College of 

Gastroenterology Annual Scientific Meeting, held from Oct. 23 

to 28 in San Diego. 

In one study, Mark Riddle, M.D., of the Naval Medical Research 

Center in Silver Spring, Md., and colleagues analyzed data from 

the Defense Medical Surveillance System to identify 31,866 cases of functional gastrointestinal 

disorders and matched each case to four controls. They found a strong association between 

infectious gastroenteritis and all functional gastrointestinal disorders, observing the highest risk 

for functional diarrhea and irritable bowel syndrome (odds ratios, 6.28 and 3.72, respectively). 

In a second study, Yvette Lam, M.D., of the Stony Brook University Medical Center in New York, 

and colleagues studied 697 World Trade Center responders. They found that 41 percent of 

subjects had gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), more than 20 percent higher than in 

the general population. In addition, participants with GERD had a higher prevalence of mental 

health disorders such as post-traumatic stress disorder and depression. 

"The high frequencies of GERD and mental health disorders, seen in WTC workers just after 

9/11, persist four and six years later. GERD patients are 2.13 and 2.65 times more likely to 

have post-traumatic stress disorder and depression, respectively. GERD increases 

progressively among patients with greater than or equal to two mental health disorders," Lam 

and colleagues write. 

Abstract - Riddle

 

Abstract - Lam 

Copyright © 2009 ScoutNews, LLC. All rights reserved.

 

ACG: GI Disorders in Military, 9/11 
Responders Studied 
Active-duty military and World Trade Center responders may have higher 

disorder rates

Publish date: Oct 26, 2009
 

POST A COMMENT 

Please complete the form below to post your comment. 

Bold = Required

Email Address Your email address will NOT be published.

Display Name appears with your comment 

City

State

Country

Remember me: Yes Nonmlkj nmlkji

Comment read our privacy policy

Note: does not support HTML 

All comments submitted are subject to review, and may be delayed before posting. We reserve the right not to post comments. 

LATEST PRACTICE NEWS

SNS: Web Surfing Linked to Brain Function in Older 

Adults 

Effectiveness and Cost Help to Make Coverage 

Decisions 

Expanded Health Coverage Could Save Money Later 

Spotlight on Social Networking Use Among Medical 

Students 

Antibiotics Easy to Find Online Without Prescription 

 More

LATEST DRUG NEWS

Hormone Deficiency Shown to Impair Heart Function 

Antipsychotic Drugs Can Cause Pediatric Weight Gain

Rate of Cognitive Decline in Alzheimer's Disease 

Evaluated 

FDA: Arzerra Approved for Chronic Lymphocytic 

Leukemia 

Far Fewer H1N1 Vaccine Doses Than Expected Are 

Available 

 More

 

POPULAR ARTICLES

Weight-based dosing: Extended-release minocycline 

efficient, predictable 

FDA warns Allergan on Aczone promotion

Exit Accutane: Derms' reactions mixed as Roche 

pulls long-standing remedy 

Getting to the root: Look below the surface for cause 

of hyperandrogenetic symptoms 

Gaining control: Birth control pills, spironolactone 

first-line treatments for hormonal acne 

MORE POPULAR ARTICLES

Featured Jobs 

More Jobs
 

OTLA Video Player  

Multimedia: Why Patients Considering an IUC May 
Say YES to ParaGard  

 

sponsored multimediaPromiseb A non steroidal 
topical cream for managing seborrheic dermatitis  

MORE MEDIA  

 

Clinical Perspectives

Acne

Adolescent Medicine

Allergy & Immunology

Alzheimer's Disease

Asthma

BPH

Breast Cancer

Business Perspectives

Coding Counselor

Liability & Risk Management

Health Care Information 
Technology

Practice Management

Business Operations

Human Resources

Health Law & Policy

Popular Topics

CME/CE

Coding Counselor

eNewsletters

Patient Education Center

Blogs

Blogs

Formulary Counselor

Home | About Us | ModernMedicine Team | Editorial and Advertising Policy | Our Publications | Terms & Conditions | Contact Us | Medical News | Medical Articles | CME 

Center | Patient Education | Practice Management | All Content | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Linking and RSS Policy

© 2009 Advanstar Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reproduction in whole or in part is prohibited. 

Please send any technical comments or questions to our webmaster.

RSS Feeds 

Practice Tools
 

CODING COUNSELOR

Simple and accurate ICD-9 code 

search.  START HERE 

SPONSORED MEDIA 

About Us

http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/SNS-Web-Surfing-Linked-to-Brain-Function-in-Older-/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/635323?contextCategoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Managed+Care/Effectiveness-and-Cost-Help-to-Make-Coverage-Decis/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/632028?contextCategoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/Expanded-Health-Coverage-Could-Save-Money-Later/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/631869?contextCategoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Medical+Economics/Spotlight-on-Social-Networking-Use-Among-Medical-S/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/628498?contextCategoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/Antibiotics-Easy-to-Find-Online-Without-Prescripti/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/627356?contextCategoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/article/articleList.jsp?&numberOfDays=0&contentType=ArticleNewsFeed&categoryId=40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Endocrinology/Hormone-Deficiency-Shown-to-Impair-Heart-Function/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/637278?contextCategoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/Antipsychotic-Drugs-Can-Cause-Pediatric-Weight-Gai/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/637053?contextCategoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Endocrinology/Rate-of-Cognitive-Decline-in-Alzheimers-Disease-Ev/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/636875?contextCategoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/FDA-Arzerra-Approved-for-Chronic-Lymphocytic-Leuke/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/637055?contextCategoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Modern+Medicine+Now/Far-Fewer-H1N1-Vaccine-Doses-Than-Expected-Are-Ava/ArticleNewsFeed/Article/detail/636521?contextCategoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/article/articleList.jsp?&numberOfDays=0&contentType=ArticleNewsFeed&categoryId=40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Acne/home/44678
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Adolescent+Medicine/home/40196
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Allergy+&+Immunology/home/40154
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Alzheimer's+Disease/home/40244
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Asthma/home/40156
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/BPH/home/40243
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Breast+Cancer/home/40167
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Cardiovascular+Disease/home/40126
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Cataracts/home/46551
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Child+Behavior+&+Development/home/40166
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Clinical+Pharmacology/home/40153
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Contraception/home/42747
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Corneal+Disease/home/46496
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Cosmetic+Dermatology/home/40175
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Cosmetic+Surgery/home/40174
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Depression/home/40187
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Dermatology/home/40160
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Diabetes/home/40178
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Dry+Eye/home/41766
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Eczema+/+Atopic+Dermatitis/home/40162
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Endocrinology/home/40172
http://coding.modernmedicine.com/
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Liability+%26+Risk+Management/Article/list/48594
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Health+Care+Information+Technology/home/44687
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Practice+Management/home/40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Business+Operations/Article/list/48598
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Human+Resources/Article/list/48597
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Health+Law+%26+Policy/home/40169
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Managed+Care/home/40143
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Personal+Finance/home/40225
http://products.modernmedicine.com/
http://www.cme.modernmedicine.com/
http://coding.modernmedicine.com/
http://www.modernmedicine.com/enewsletters
http://www.modernmedicine.com/patienteducation
http://www.modernmedicine.com/blogs
http://www.modernmedicine.com/discussions
http://formulary.modernmedicine.com/
http://www.modernmedicine.com/radio
http://www.modernmedicine.com/syndication
http://www.modernmedicine.com/surgicalvideos
http://www.modernmedicine.com/
http://medicaleconomics.modernmedicine.com/about
http://optometrytimes.modernmedicine.com/about
http://urologytimes.modernmedicine.com/about
http://locumlife.modernmedicine.com/
http://contemporarypediatrics.modernmedicine.com/about
http://geriatrics.modernmedicine.com/about
http://ophthalmologytimes.modernmedicine.com/about
http://contemporaryobgyn.modernmedicine.com/about
http://formularyjournal.modernmedicine.com/
http://managedhealthcareexecutive.modernmedicine.com/
http://drugtopics.modernmedicine.com/
http://cosmeticsurgerytimes.modernmedicine.com/about
http://dermatologytimes.modernmedicine.com/about
http://rn.modernmedicine.com/
http://healthcaretraveler.modernmedicine.com/
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?id=418146
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?id=418540
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?id=418149
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?id=427415
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?id=418152
http://www.modernmedicine.com/webmaster
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/article/articleList.jsp?&contentType=ArticleNewsFeed
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/article/articleList.jsp?&contentType=ArticleStandard
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/CME
http://www.modernmedicine.com/patienteducation
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/Practice+Management/home/40158
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/subject/subjectList.jsp?categoryTypeId=0&minAge=30
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?fileName=/sitewide/privacy/privacy.jsp
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?fileName=/sitewide/privacy/termsofuse.jsp
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/static/staticHtml.jsp?fileName=/sitewide/privacy/linkpolicy.jsp
http://www.advanstar.com/
http://www.modernmedicine.com/webmaster

