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The pain of 9/11 & the days after: Det. 
James Zadroga's statement to the 9/11 
Commission
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RELATED NEWS

9/11 heroes to reunite with women 

they helped save from World Trade 

Center hotel

9/11 heroes reunite with women they

saved at World Trade Center hotel

100 rally at WTC for health care bill 

for first responders

Bolton: Obama's Af-Pak imperative

Felder and Vallone: Some laws are 

hurting our kids

The following is a June 2003 submission to 

the 9/11 Commission by NYPD Detective 

James Zadroga. Zadroga, who worked in 

the rescue and recovery efforts 

immediately following the attacks, died 

Jan. 5, 2006, of health complications 

related to his service at Ground Zero. 

It was a clear blue sky without a cloud in 

sight. The day was Tuesday, Sept. 11, 

2001. I had just finished working at 

midnight and went to court early that 

morning tired as a dog. As I finished up at 

court at around 8:15 a.m., I started my 

journey home, a 90-mile drive. Halfway 

home I turned my Kenny Chesney CD off 

and put on the radio. Oh my God, I couldn't 

believe what I just heard - a plane crashed into one of the towers of the World Trade 

Center. The first thing that crossed my mind was it was deliberate. Within five minutes or 

so they announced that a second plane crashed into the other tower. I was only miles 

from my home, so I rushed into the house to find my wife just waking up, walking down 

our hallway. I asked her if she saw the TV, and she replied no. I then told her what had 

happened, and the disbelief and fear in her eyes told it all. Now it's the Pentagon. What's 

going on here? We are under terrorist attack. As the news reports were all claiming 

terrorism, I watched the twins I grew up with burning on TV. I couldn't help but think I have 

to get there to help. The next problem was explaining to my wife that I had to go. I knew 

she wouldn't understand, but a cop's mind works differently than ordinary people. When I 

started collecting my clothes, she asked me what I was doing. I explained to her that I 

have to return to work. She went hysterical at this time - "You're not leaving this house" - 

but I had to. Not 'cause it was my job but because it was my heart and soul. I had to go. I 

couldn't live with myself.

As I started leaving the house, my wife was begging and pleading for me to stay home, 

but I just got into my car after a long hug and kiss, not knowing if I would ever return. As I 

drove down my long driveway, I can see my 71/2 months' pregnant wife on her knees, 

with her hands on her face, crying, "Don't leave." This was the hardest decision of my life 

to keep driving. When I reached the highway, it was unexplainable, as if people knew to 

leave the left lane open for police, firemen and other emergency workers to get to the city. 

I made it to the Bronx at record speed. For a good one-quarter of my drive I just stared at 

the burning towers. That blue sky I mentioned was now black. It now was in my memory 

forever, such as a lot of things I won't talk about in this speech, like the smell of the 

burning buildings from miles away. When I arrived in the Bronx, traffic was at a standstill. 

Everyone was fleeing the city for their lives and here I was, racing to get there. Finally I 

arrived at work. They told us to suit up, which means to put our uniforms on in case of 

being lost in the rubble, it would be easier to ID our bodies with our shields and name 

plates. As myself and numerous other officers boarded a city bus to be transported to the 

disaster site, everyone voiced their opinion. Some I can't repeat, others I don't want to or 

care to repeat.
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This statement is a great reminder of what a mealy mouthed 

scumbag Bloomberg is.
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The way our mayor and the chief medical examiner treated this man's

death is one of the most disgusting abuses of power & politics in this 

city. It was done to deny these heros any benefits for their suffering. 

Shame on anyone that votes for Bloomberg.
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Bloomberg disgracefully treated this heroic man and his family with 

utter contempt! Mike publicly stated that Detective Zadroga "was no 

hero," despite the fact that the man had already won 40 citations for 

bravery even before 9/11. Not only did Mike make many vile 

statements about this hero and refused to attend his funeral, he also 

fought tooth and nail to deny the Detective's orphaned 4 year old 

daughter the right to her father's pension! RIP, Jimmy you are a hero 

and God Bless Jimmy's father and daughter for having to endure the 

vile and obscene spoutings of Bloomberg!
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Bloomberg doest care about anyone but himself congress gave the 

city 1 billion dollars to take care of these herosof 9/11 who are sick 

Bloomberg has spent to this day over 200 million from that fund 

meant for the sick fighting each and every claim and hasn gave out 1 

dime this is criminal the person that runs the 9/11 wtc captive fund 

gets 350 k a year who is a friend of bloomberg that money is meant 

for 9/11 heros please vote this man out our heros deserve more
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Oct 25, 2009

Thought this would be of interest to readers. Since September 2001 I 

have maintained a free and confidential "9/11 list-serv". The "9/11 list-

serv" distributes daily e-mails containing newspaper articles and 

other relevant information re: 9/11 issues of interest to 9/11 families, 

9/11 organizations and interested individuals. The 9/11 List-serv 

archives can be accessed at http://groups.google.com/group/911-list-

serv If you would like to 'subscribe' to this free news service - send an 

e-mail to amkorotkin at aol dot com with the word "subscribe" in the 

subject box. Arnie
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The pain of 9/11 & the days after: Det. 
James Zadroga's statement to the 9/11 
Commission
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The following is a June 2003 submission to 

the 9/11 Commission by NYPD Detective 

James Zadroga. Zadroga, who worked in 

the rescue and recovery efforts 

immediately following the attacks, died 

Jan. 5, 2006, of health complications 

related to his service at Ground Zero. 

It was a clear blue sky without a cloud in 

sight. The day was Tuesday, Sept. 11, 

2001. I had just finished working at 

midnight and went to court early that 

morning tired as a dog. As I finished up at 

court at around 8:15 a.m., I started my 

journey home, a 90-mile drive. Halfway 

home I turned my Kenny Chesney CD off 

and put on the radio. Oh my God, I couldn't 

believe what I just heard - a plane crashed into one of the towers of the World Trade 

Center. The first thing that crossed my mind was it was deliberate. Within five minutes or 

so they announced that a second plane crashed into the other tower. I was only miles 

from my home, so I rushed into the house to find my wife just waking up, walking down 

our hallway. I asked her if she saw the TV, and she replied no. I then told her what had 

happened, and the disbelief and fear in her eyes told it all. Now it's the Pentagon. What's 

going on here? We are under terrorist attack. As the news reports were all claiming 

terrorism, I watched the twins I grew up with burning on TV. I couldn't help but think I have 

to get there to help. The next problem was explaining to my wife that I had to go. I knew 

she wouldn't understand, but a cop's mind works differently than ordinary people. When I 

started collecting my clothes, she asked me what I was doing. I explained to her that I 

have to return to work. She went hysterical at this time - "You're not leaving this house" - 

but I had to. Not 'cause it was my job but because it was my heart and soul. I had to go. I 

couldn't live with myself.

As I started leaving the house, my wife was begging and pleading for me to stay home, 

but I just got into my car after a long hug and kiss, not knowing if I would ever return. As I 

drove down my long driveway, I can see my 71/2 months' pregnant wife on her knees, 

with her hands on her face, crying, "Don't leave." This was the hardest decision of my life 

to keep driving. When I reached the highway, it was unexplainable, as if people knew to 

leave the left lane open for police, firemen and other emergency workers to get to the city. 

I made it to the Bronx at record speed. For a good one-quarter of my drive I just stared at 

the burning towers. That blue sky I mentioned was now black. It now was in my memory 

forever, such as a lot of things I won't talk about in this speech, like the smell of the 

burning buildings from miles away. When I arrived in the Bronx, traffic was at a standstill. 

Everyone was fleeing the city for their lives and here I was, racing to get there. Finally I 

arrived at work. They told us to suit up, which means to put our uniforms on in case of 

being lost in the rubble, it would be easier to ID our bodies with our shields and name 

plates. As myself and numerous other officers boarded a city bus to be transported to the 

disaster site, everyone voiced their opinion. Some I can't repeat, others I don't want to or 

care to repeat.
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This statement is a great reminder of what a mealy mouthed 

scumbag Bloomberg is.

 Report Offensive Post

7:29:05 AM

Oct 24, 2009

The way our mayor and the chief medical examiner treated this man's

death is one of the most disgusting abuses of power & politics in this 

city. It was done to deny these heros any benefits for their suffering. 

Shame on anyone that votes for Bloomberg.

 Report Offensive Post
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Oct 24, 2009

Bloomberg disgracefully treated this heroic man and his family with 

utter contempt! Mike publicly stated that Detective Zadroga "was no 

hero," despite the fact that the man had already won 40 citations for 

bravery even before 9/11. Not only did Mike make many vile 

statements about this hero and refused to attend his funeral, he also 

fought tooth and nail to deny the Detective's orphaned 4 year old 

daughter the right to her father's pension! RIP, Jimmy you are a hero 

and God Bless Jimmy's father and daughter for having to endure the 

vile and obscene spoutings of Bloomberg!

 Report Offensive Post

9:49:29 AM

Oct 24, 2009

Bloomberg doest care about anyone but himself congress gave the 

city 1 billion dollars to take care of these herosof 9/11 who are sick 

Bloomberg has spent to this day over 200 million from that fund 

meant for the sick fighting each and every claim and hasn gave out 1 

dime this is criminal the person that runs the 9/11 wtc captive fund 

gets 350 k a year who is a friend of bloomberg that money is meant 

for 9/11 heros please vote this man out our heros deserve more

 Report Offensive Post

6:24:24 AM

Oct 25, 2009

Thought this would be of interest to readers. Since September 2001 I 

have maintained a free and confidential "9/11 list-serv". The "9/11 list-

serv" distributes daily e-mails containing newspaper articles and 

other relevant information re: 9/11 issues of interest to 9/11 families, 

9/11 organizations and interested individuals. The 9/11 List-serv 

archives can be accessed at http://groups.google.com/group/911-list-

serv If you would like to 'subscribe' to this free news service - send an 

e-mail to amkorotkin at aol dot com with the word "subscribe" in the 

subject box. Arnie
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